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FATHER . JOHN L a.-IE BUTLEll 5 June 1874 

~ My ea rliest r'Gcol l e ctl on of my pursnts i s the death afmy yo e~ slster, 
_1.mo.'. (~remember the sma ll casket s l ttln. on the dres s e r a nd t he f olko cr-y1n& _ 

The next I recall 1s of Dad mov1no e house and shop onto the homest ead on 
Cama s pra r l e . He ba d purcha sed these bul1d l n&B and moved t hem f rom t he old 
Cip h e rs Ranch t hat wa s to b e cove r ed with ''la t e r when t h e Twin Lake s r eservor 
or 11 r·lORMON II dam via s bUilt .. I rememberri'23~pln& to f ill s ome k ele '"l i th wa t e r 
from a b i S apr-ln, nea r \'lhe r e the home . on thi s old r a nch . 

Remembe r? om t a u t ht us to ca ll Dad , II F THER II wh i ch I a l ways d i d until 
I "las grown. om thour-:h t thi s showed more reapecp fo r h im . Bl e ss her heart . 

Dad took me t o vi s it the bi , dam as it was bel n bui lt. I recall the teams 
with sc r a pers pullin~ the d irt up on t op of a brid~e like thin, a nd dumpin~ 
i t into adump '-Iar;on belo,.." , then the dump wae,.on "woul o :pl.',ll , by ho rs e pow e r of 
course , on t op of the dam eno dump it 1 s loa d . The ca nals wer e a ll dUI by 
hand and horse p O''ie r. 1an has i nvented a l ot of l abor saviIl& ma chi nery in 
t he l a3t s ev enty years . 

Dad took a n a c t ive part i n hel p in, devepope t hat new co untry , a nd worked 
ha r d t b acqui re liveatock~ nd t h in&e n e c es sa ry t o hav e a profitabl e farm_l fF. 

I s u e ss Dad ~av e spec i a l a ttenti on to me as 1 ''II;I.S t he only son until 
Donal d ca me a lon& when I was about 8 yrs old . ~ 

I r emembe r "lhen I ",a s a bout 5 yrs , old Uncle K. T . and took me "lith them TO 
Good i ns , with old Bab e a nd Button , a beautiful t eam of BOBee ll 11ld 10&s,ln a 
one sea ted bU/iSY_ vIe went d min throue h the Ci t y of Rocke roa d , a nd they 
told me about the l i ttle peop l e who 11ved t her e , They coul d see them q ui t e 
ofte n but I neve r d ld . 

1,.[e had a room i n the hot e l a wa ys south of the R . R . station, onthe top 
,.-f l oor , Down the hall from our room was a s ma 11 room "l i th somethi n& I had 

e v e r s e en before , a wat e r c los :!:t , Dad expl a ined wha t it ,,,BS for and I made 
s e v e r a l trips to flush it and s e e hOH it worked . 

Dad and Uncle K. T . had s ome bus i ness to see t o but the mai n a ttracti on 
''la s a rea l live c ircus . \'Ie awak e n ed ln t i !!l9 tt:.e next mo rnine; t o have some 
b r eakfast a t an eati Il£ p l ace , "rhi .c!h was excitin4 to me , Then there was a bi~ 
Circus pa r ade dovln the ma i n str eet . I r emembe r b eaut iful horse draHn we&ons 
",1th Hild a r;ama l s fol l owed by El ephants and 010''1n8 . Then when Dad took me 
t o . the b i S circus t ent .,.rhere the show was ivan and he e x pl a i ned a bout the 
an_ma.l s a nd the thin&s that we sa, ... , I was 5 0 thrill ed I can s till remember 
many of the thines . 

Three o r four years after t he trip to Goodin., the fol ks t ook us to S .L.C. 
a t conf e r ence t i me . we ca~ht the tra i n a t Good i n& and stayed at unt d i e 
Ri chards home • \1e attended meetlnc;s i n the b i & tabe r na cle and I r emmr of 
see i ns the p roph e t Joseph F . Smi th wi th h1s lo~ beard. I have seen a ll of 
the presi~~Ats of the church s irlnc s . ',-Ie a l so attenaea a beauti ful t heat «l?, 
I don I t r6mber , ... hieh one . 

I remember the d!.l.}' I Wij, s e i _ht Jea rs ol d , Dad toqk me dOHn 'to t h e rive r 
nwa r the me in briat:b soutlJ of Na nara anti a"'8.Y8 nort~nd enat o~ou~orhE)lna 
~d me 7 Sept . 151& 1'ltO 

b'rl;:;6.~ ~~"4~ c;..-.J~" J;RfJ~~~' 
C>--V\ ,,;;, -



Dad wa s in the bishopric of t he ~~anard wa rd , 1s t . couns l er I think , a nd 
v j active in chur ch and civic a ffai r s . 

One Bummer when Don \.,.as t riO or three yea r s old ; our famil y j oined a few 
othe r f amilies f or- a n out In!; to 1·1afIi c Dam 'ihere rle camped , fished and visited 
fo r a few days . It was there r/here Dad had hi s accident p He wa s a l ttl Tl!i on 
the aprin, sea t of his \iaSon , d1've ing to a d iff e r ent location ,·,hen the front 
wheel hit a rock "/hich ca used the r(a&on to swerve a nd thr~ him out onto 
the " round , he hel d onto the lines so the team did not run aHay but he "Ias 
hol din& his shot un and when he fell it hit h1m 1n the &ro1n or belly a nd 
eveden tly brused his bl adder , which &ave hi m trouble the rest of his l ife . 
He fiaIl.Jt1sUy 'ient to the layo brothers in Rochester inn . for surSery , wh1ch 
extended his l i fe many years but he wa s never his vibrant old self • 

When Dad ' .... ent for' sursery I "/as about t\'iel ve and able to tak~~ the da iry 
part of the farm a lOnG wi th uncle K. T.and Lee ' s help . I r emember duri~ that 
time I "tent out by a hay atack out in the field where the hos ses ,.,.e re feedi n& 
prepared t o ca tch old Lucy to ride for the mai l, she wouldn ' t l et me ca tch 
her but I ca ht abrown 3 yr . old I had broken to r1de quite ". 11 but had 
nev er used a curved bit bri dl e on . I put the b~idle on him and pulled him 
up by the fence a nd mounted him but t he bi t botherE:d him 80 bad he "lentaround 
in c i rcles and then reared over on top of me and br oke my arm . I made it to th~ 
house and uncle K. T . t ook me to Dr. Hi&&a in Soldi e r and had it set. He put 
a t hin board on each side of my a rm s hove myJr i st and wraped ba nda&e a r ound. 
to hol d it . My a rm is still crocked but has s e rved me well. ltf lea s ed I s ot 
out of mil~kins cows for a whil e . 

None of the f amily ",ent wi th Dad to inn. He had a l oneoome hard time and 
the cOB~was quite lar ge for those t i mes . 
,......... A s \iere &rowin5 up I r emember s ome of t he stories Dad t ol d i n our fami l y 
... .. herin[ s p 't/ e enjoyed the ones about his early life . There was one about when 
he had t a ken suppl i es out to the sheep camp and the he~rder bad hi m sta y a 
fC;i days and \ia tch the sheep while he went to vi5it his family . He had t a ken 
c. f et .. · cruzts of bre$ for his lunch a nd ',/a:;: 'tlatchins the sheep and deci ded 
to So to a ne~ r by creek a nd r es t and hAvo his lunch • The creek was in a 
wooded area and he otopped where a t ra i l crossed t he creek a nd sa t down near 
the crsek to cook the br-ead crusts before eatins them. He ... Ias ve r y lonesome and 
homesick and wa s shedd ins a f ew t ears when he heard a noise above his on the . 
tra i l and he l ooked up a nd here ca~e a l a r .e beaut i ful buck d eer on the tra il 
tO~'lard him, ,·then the dee r sew him it turned and ran off thro h t he timber . 
He was so excited about the doer he for&ot a bout be i n& homeeick for a while . 

In 1917 I had &r d uatcd from the e i ht &r ade i n Hana rd and t he r e "la sn l t a 
hi , h Bchool nea r s o to have bette r schools and churbh they deci ded to move to 
the Snake River Valley . Uncle Zrin ThurbEr had moved to a pl ace nea r Filer, 
t he folks went down f or a visit and then on up the va lley looki n& for a new 
loca t i on . They found a 1·1r . Packham on an 80 a . f a rm nea r cequia "'/ho was 
willi n& to trade his f a r m for our 220 on Camas p . includi n& a bunch of da iry 
COHS . We had s evera l , ood horses a nd ov e r 100 head of ca ttl e , I beli eve Dad 
sold them. 

Dad enj oy ed raisins l ood hors e s a nd on e tim e gou ht a n expens ive sta llion 
whi ch wa s driven up from Goodin& and was driven too hard and became ov e r 
heated a nd call.;. ht cold . He Has sic:t for a f e"l weeks and d i ed . I think we only 
ot t wo or three c olt~ from him . Dad s ure fel t bad about l oosio& thi s fine 

stallion . Old Fass y . 

-



\1 e ha d 6 0 a . o f des e rt c l a i m l a nd t wo mile s east of o ur homestea d , a cros s 
t h e r oa d south of v/he r e un c l e Hor a c e 11 v ed . The r e wer e n o bui l d l na; s on 1 t J 

sn dad mov ed t h e horses a nd ma chin e r y t h e r e and lio ul d turn t he hors e s i n t he 
: ,ture a t nl h t . One nl ; h t h e vias l a t e coml nz h ome a nd I had the c hors done , 
a nd it was about dark v/hen he a rrived on h i s s addl e hors e . He s a i d be quit 
work a t t he usua l t i me , put the work ho rs es in t he pasture then sta rt ed f or 
hom e on t he s add l e horse , a nd o.ft c r 6 01Il5 a N a y a he f elt tha t somethlnc \'/a S 

~'! ro~ s o h e stopped a nd prayed a bout 1 t J t hen he r emembe red that he had f or­
l otten to unhar ness the wekk hor s e s J s o h e ", ent ba ck a nd took ca r e of them. 

De d ,·ra.o a spir1 tua l minded pe r-Bon and I r em emb e r many t oad s e rmons h e 
&avea nd t he t eachinSB he ga v e us kids . Mom~ wa s a bi , help too , we alwa ys had 
f a mily pra ye r and mom tauGht us to s a y our o'tln p r a yers . 

I r emcmb s r '.'l h en us k i ds "/ould be hav i ng auch a , ood t i me pla ying a nd 
cuttins up a t mea l time and Dad \,'ould u ound the t a bl e wi th h i s fist a nd sa y 
II TUT TUt,~ a nd we knew \ '/ 6 bet tel' be Qui e t . 

I r emb e r the s p rin G, o f 1917 J our l a st \'/lnt e r on Ca ma s . I t wa s a ba d one 
t he s n ow \·ta s 80 de ep . We us ed the "Ii llows a l orl5 t he r1ve r in the f i e l d of t he 
old Labrum pla c e , then owned by t' r . HI GGENS to feed our ca ttle , a nd haul ed 
hay from the stacks in our field , the fences we r e c overed with snow , only 
the top s of the t e l eph one poles we r e s h o\'/i n& . That 6pri~ eve r y on e ran out 
of ha y a nd we t~i led our ca t t l e a lan w1 th hund r ed s of othe rs south t hru 
Fir Grove to the ca nyons no r th of Good i fl5 whe r e the &r a s s had sta rted t b £ row . 

Our move to A c e quia wa3 in Sept . 1 917 p I turn ed 15 on the wa y a nd wa s 
a lmos t f ully $ r own . I \'I ent a l a wi t h I-tr . Hi G&ens who d rov e a f our ho r se wa£on 
a nd I d r ov e a t eam. On the s e t wo ... /ac ons we transf9fr ed a ll of our furn;'tur e a nd 
persona l belon~i ncB . Th e folk s ca me i n t h e mod e l T and a rrived a da y or two 
late r. The y wen t by "tlay of File r a nd d i d some visiting a l oIl& t h e wa y . I 
took ove r t he ca r e of the da i ry COVIS and othe r livestock . 
~ As I reca ll Da d ha d sad fe eli~s about the Packham p l a ce a nd c oul d n ' t 

s Jtle d own to tak e ca r e of it . He found a rea~Btate s e llina job in Ruoe r t 
a nd l eft me t o ca re for- the fa rm . A.-1,o ll& \'I i th the da. iry c ow s we soon had 100 
h ead of sheep ) some hog s and c h i ck ens e The re He r e a bout 6 0 a . ~ood f &rIn l Und 
the reat Het O '-.bove thz c_n~_ l . I ..,"'\-, ~u; ... U.J r ',;9 heD- r ded t he sheep out on t he 
desert . It i'la S e o ad l a nd a nd 1 s now' f a rme d i'li th pump ed wa t e r a nd s prinkiled . 

I n 1919 Dad traded this £,; ood f a r m a nd h ome for a sto~ home a.nd 'I'/a r ehous e 
in A cequ1a , About t h i s t i me he \·/a o mad e Bi s hop of t he i1a r d and e l e cted county 
c ommi sioner of . . inidoi.~ County . ';; e ~l s o h;".d t h e Po s t Off i c e i n on e c o r-ne r of 
the St Ol:,9 h'Q;· ~s pUllpS out i n f r ont :.t o .j !. c r'aam s t at i on i n the r ea r of the 
storfleb ttd,lft?fMf 1; re::..m f r o:!! the f a rme rs a nd shi pped i t t o Poce. t e1lo a nd they ,,:oul d 
send us a cocm:: 1 s ion che ck ea ch month . D~d l e t me b..z.ve t of c ,. Ec k f or my own 
use . 

The h cequia schoo l ha d t HO y,ea r' s of h i b s c h ool v: h i c h I a tte nded , then on 
t o Ru;>e rt . 

_ ~d und ",.co.:; He r'S c o!:. cern~":' ~bout us i.::!provl!'1~ our t :ll ents an::. b ou.,ht :. p i a n O 
"'hile llvi11- .::.. t t h e Pa ckha m pl a ce , and hired .. i S8 Coole y a t ea c he)'\ l r. t e s chool 
~~ " ~~~lc.i on ~o c o~e to our home and _ i v e ~ lady s a nd -dl th l ess i ans on the 
p ic.no.:-.ne !or :ne v oca. l l e s sons . Then '-41:... c. Y!J l earnee. to p l .:.;.y cowc of t i., ... .. o s 
I l eu rped !.~nr "tI S t".fl.d a 1;.o0 0 C ~iml: , ~UV I.:U del.! i n p ub11c a f e;} t imes whl.le sho 
p .la y cd fo r' me . 

'r i mo e '.lo r e r ou..:h i n lY~l, sort OI a po.nic . A S I reca ll mo s t of our cus tomer'S 
r a n out of mone y ... nd a nd 80 d l d vie . 'W e l c t out too much cred1 t . 

I n the .prin~ of 1922 Da d t r aded the equ i ty i n Aceq uia f aD t he 10 a . p l a ce 
i n T\1 i n Fa lls . Ther-c ';" s ni ce h ~ , r ,~ 101't ~ t; 0 I 'tlol"'kt,old c. rO U:10 on 
f a rms a nd p i c ked che r ri e s e. t Cr'y3 t 1 3uri n 9 , then foun;d c s t ead y j ob i n Pasco 
.,-- in the R . R . r e pair s hops . I had sa v ed enou~h mon e y t o h e l p ma k e the mont ag~ 
ps, .I ,aent t ha t f a ll but i n June of 1923 I wa B ca lled on a mi ssion t o the \jestrn 
Sta t e s . I h esita t ed but the folks thou . h t they could mana~e so I went . 

,,'{hen t h e pa yment wa s due in 1 923 I \'ias br oke a nd s o \'la s da d s o t h e y l ost 
the~ howe , but f ound one they r en t ed a nd kept th~ ol d mil~ cow T f e l t ban 
e.nd that I s h oul d ha ve kept my j ob . By A.u~ . 1 924 I wa s bro~e a n n &.Q. !lorl'oned 



What I could from t he m1ss10n off1ce to 11ve on , ch I r eua1d u~fter r 
t.urnoo. homo a n.:] found "ork . 

I came homo from my mi ssi on 1n bUG _ 1924 and found ~ had a few acers 
of boons he \I u o reioin .... on ohar os . I hel ped mrvost them . U.en \Oie took a. 
contract t o build t ile rl 'ht of wc..y f once a. lons the R. R. batH oon Roaeraon a nd 
I-fells Nov .. y 

lie fln1 ,Ii the f ence 1n thi3 spr1n... of 1925 and Dad , Donald , Gl enn a nd I 
took off 1n the old Ford and vls l t ed ln Bolno a sho r t whil e then found work 
1n the timber north of ~ett . 0 s e t up a camp there and Dad a nd I wo~ed 
but tho boys noeded >lark too 00 OM took t hem dmm l nto the va lley and p lcked 
cherrl os for a "hil e • I J ol ned them 1n ear l y J uly a nd tie dec l d ed to head 
for Montana \'Ther e uncl e K. T . ",a s farm1n: and in the sheep and ca ttle bus inoss . 

o llent up thru l.focal l a nd had a swi m 1n t ho l ake the r e and the n went up thru 
3po nc a nd Mi s oula and on eaot to Gr oat FBI l o , where wo \'lorked 1n the my. 
Dad "las a&ood s tacker and was pai d more but we a ll worked . 

Donal d end I \lorked on a head or crew a n d t h r osh e r then ca ht t he t rain 
to Ch enook e nd f o und uncle Tayloro ran ch • Dad and Gl en came 1n the car . We 
(l 11. f ound wo rk on the Bug:ar factory thut \la.s bOing built . i l G r onted an apt . 
" here \"113 could batch • I sav ed enn&h to pay rock the amount I bbrrouoo from 
t he ml aslon of f1ce and bad about $ 300. 00 to set marr1ed on . 

It \ .. a s a bout the mi ddl o of Sep t . and Gl onn needed to bo 1n School, So 
h e and I C3 ~ht the t rain t o Twi n s o he c ould c o to achool a nd I found my sweet 
J:dith1and her pe. rents took us a~A,I!'''!!l to S . L. C. >Ther a ,.e wer e marr1ed 1n the 
t emple there a nd Aunt sadl e a nd l'iGl'Tlf<OOl1tlves " e r a /lood t o us . 

Dad and Don stayed i n .. lont . and \la r ked until the bee t run was ovor a.nd t hen 
d rove the ford home t o '1'\o11n Fa 110 . 
~ F rom the n on I bad v e ry little knowl odce of the ntr~leD the f olko had· 

l i oltGd them onoo in Holliste r and t hoy Gont ua I.l turk y "hile lie were i n S . L . 
I vlaited them a couple of times ln Ede n . I ,laB , tr t;11nc; 'lith a f a ml1y of my 
. ",m . and "lith my l1mited educe. t l on I oouldn ' t f1nd v e ry profitabl e employment . 

Dad had tau. h t me to a l wa ys hav e Dome kind of \fo r k wher e I CQul d earn a n 
honest l1vlIl1I . 

l~y l aot vlslt 'lith De.d wa s 1 n t'>e sprl of 1937 . I wa s >Iorkl n::; f or Pock 
&0 Dl a l and d tlvl116 school b u01n Shelley . H1 ram D1a l w(o s truckln& and bad to 
make a t rip to 1'\11n f a lls and inv1ted me to ride 111th h i m. We stayed \"Ii th the 
fol k a l n ilisn a ll n l c;ht t hen 1:1 . spen t mo s t og the next day l n T>11n 80 I 
had a (!;ood vislt with the folks . Dad >1asn ' t well a t the tlme • lie had a bad 
case of s inus i nfecti on and would havo to call. .ht and api t (l lot . Mom. A5Ilee & 
Jack ''fore h omo and we bad a s oad v i s 1 t . 

This ,. ,-, s t h e l us t v 1 ait I bad "11 th ~d until ho WOlG str1ckon and l n the 
hospl'tal 1n T\'11n . I will a h i ayo rcmombc r Bomo of the ad.vi se he r.;ave me • 

He advisod me to s t a y clos e to tho church ana bora hi o tost1mony of it ' s 
truthfullness and tho t r eat ble6el~G i n s tore for us . I f e lt t hon t hat he was 
s o tlerd of the otrU3t;l es of thl s 11fe he was 100k1ne forwa rd to Etern1t~. 
He f e lt bad t ha t he hadn ' t been a b l e to provl de be tter f or hls l a r ee f a mily . 
Hi o hoal t h \'1l10 so poarY'j tho last sevarol yoo.ro . He 11l1 B conce rned for the 
,·rel fo.rc of Uom and a ll of t hoir p os t e r 1 ty . 

Ho tol d a bout hi s Qxpori once when uncl e :ri n Thurb e r \'ta e s o i ll in Boise" 
Th1 0 Ha s '"then "'0 l1v ed in AoeqUla , . He and mom vi s ited 1n lio1se a t t bnt t i me 
and found ur:c l o ~ln v a r y 111 . He "tao hardl y abl e to breathe . Dad uont outsi do 
for a \i1U.l e nnd Hhon he camo back uncl e ~ . met him a t the d oor and lias a ,,,ild m 
man for 0. f eu mi nut os . He \"len t t o tho wl nd o\1 u nd bellowed like a bull , t hen 
t~ed and a ttacked Dad hltt1ne h1m ln the cheat . Dad trl ed to hold h l m but 
C l dn ' • About t his time The stako Pr eol d ent H. Q. I e came in a nd. uncl e 
oollapsed . Thoy l aid him on the bod und cov e r ed hi s f uco with a sheet think~ 

i nc; he had ~.BSed llway , In a f C\'1 minutea be pushed t ho ohoot from hi s f a c e 
and au i d II l ha"l2.e come back . " 

I rem~mbcr ..ad ohoued mo_ t he bruse B on hi s chost wh en he r eturnod from 
Bo13e a t tha t t 1me 



~ Uncl e ~ln ~lved qulte a normal l i fe for a while a nd then dled a ~ 
a\ a normal death . ..... h1oh wo 0.11 hllv e t o do . He had ~/ orked 1n the l ead 

mi noo and hie 1 B bo me 1m red from tho l ead dust . 
Dad caut i oned mc about my f 1nances , He aakod me how much I was carrd , w 

"hich "as $ 25 por week at that t i mo a nd ho aul d " 0 how I " l sh I had 100 . 
p e r month , I could l1vo \loll." This " a i n 1937 a Ad I had a l r eady star ted 
to pal' 5 . S . in 1936 . I a m thankful. I v e 5 . 5 . t o h ol p l n my r et i r emcmt . 

Dad a dvised me to r eall y ut a c mpcn our apendl D$ a nd to aave a 11ttle. 
He d l dn ' t menti on tlthl • I had to be ta ht t hi s princi pal by my dear wi fe , 
shc was a l ready conver ted . 

He adv i ooo me to stay 1n one location s o I would havo a home toun and 
deep roots the ro .He f elt bad that he had moved e o much . each movo had c os t 
a lot . He advlsed me to otay out of f a rmi • Ho sai d he tho ht I would f a ll 
o. s a f armer . I dlS1ded to B y wi th mecbnn10al work . 

I ,·,as called to the Twln Falla ho"pi tal and a ti l th hUI wbf'n he l oft 
t h l s l1f e . I r e&ret ed that I hadn 't tried harder t o l i 5ht en thio &r eat man ' s 
burdclllJ • He surly dld enduro t o the end . 

I I II never rore;ot whon I auw him Oflssi ll6 s..,my how I wept to think I c ould 
not &0 to him for advloe a nd tor opi r ltual stre t h . I know that h e lives i n 
the opl r1t "orl d and that ho and 110m a r e happy and buay there . I hope t o 
keep myoelf Horthy to meat t hem thero one of the se daya . 

I am proud of our horl taaa and the Groat tam1ly we aro membors of . The 
only way I knOll to k oop ln thtlch 10 t hru prayer and l1vl tho hi h i deal. 
tho Goapol t oacheo . 

Lo lie 


