FATHER, JOHN LOWE BUTLER 5 June 1874
i My earliest reccllection of my parents 1s the death ofmy youngew sister,
—dma's 1remember the smell casket sitting on the dresser and the folks crying.

The next I recall is of Dad moving & house and shop onto the homestead on
Camas prarie. He ha d purchased these bulldings and moved them from the old
Clphers Ranch that was to be covered with water when the Twin Lakes reservor
or " MORMON " dam was built.I remember lping to fill some kegs with water
from a big spring near where the home on this o0ld ranche

Remember? Mom taught us to call Dad, " FATHER " which I always did until
I was grown. Mom thought this showed more respecd for him. Bless her hearts,

Dad took me to visit the big dam as it wes being bullt. I recall the teams
wlth serapers pulling the dirt up on top of & bridge like thing and dumping
it into adump wagon below, thenthe dump wagon would pull, by horse power of
course, om top of the dam and dump it's lozd. The canals were all dug by
hand and horse power. Man has invented a lot of labor saving machinery in
the last seventy yearst

Ded took a n active part in helping devepope that new country, and worksd
herd tbh aequlire livestocksnd things necessary to have a profltable farm,Seeads

I guess Dad gave apeclal attentlon to me as I was the only son until
Donald came along when I wes about 8 yrs olde. TF&

I remember when I was about 5 yrs, old Uncle K.T. and"took me with them TO
Gooding, with old Babe and Button, & beautiful team of soeppell gildings,in a
one seated buggye. We went down through the Clty of Rocks road, and they
told me about the little people who lived there, They could see them gquite
often but I never did.

We had a room in the hotel a ways south of the R.R. station, onthe top

_floor, Down the hall from our room was & sma 11 room with something I had
" ever seen before, a water closkt, Dad explained what it was for and I made
several trips to flush 1t and see how 1t worked.

Dad and Uncle K.T. had some business to see to but the malin attraction
was a real live circus. We awakefled in tims the next morning to have some
breakfast at en eating place, whigh was exciting to me, Then there was a big
Circus parade down the main street. I remember beautliful horse drawn wagons
with wild aramzls followed by Zlephents and clowns. Then when Dad took me
to the big circus tent where the show was gilven and he explained about the
anamals 2 nd the things that we saw , I was so thrilled I ean still remember
many of the things.

Three or four years after the trip to Gooding the folks took us to S.L.C.
at conference time. we caught the train a2t Gooding and stayed at Aunt Jadie
Richards home . We attended meetings 1in the blg tabernacle and I remg%r of
seeing the prophet Joseph Fe Smith with his long bearq. Iihave seen a;l of
the presidents of the church si¢nce. We & lso attended & beautiful theetlw®,

I don't rémber which one.

I remember the day I wa 8 eight years old, Dad Look me down to tpu rlver
near the me in bridgk south of Ma nard and avweys nortiand east oﬂou?nohépnc
betiwd me T Sept. RO 70
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Dad was in the bishopric of the Manard ward, lst. eounsler I think , and
v y actlve in church and eivic affairse.

One summer when Don was two or three years old, our family joined a few
other famlilies for an out ing to lagic Dam where we camped,fished and vislted
for & few days. It was there where Dad had his aceldents He was sitting on
the spring seat of his wagon, diveing to a different location when the front
wheel hit & rock which caused the wagon to swerve and thr8éh him out onto
the ground, he held onto the lines so the team did not run away but he was
holding hls shotgun and when he fell it hit him in the groin or belly and
evedently brused his bladder, which gave him trouble the rest of his life.
He fienmldly went to the Mayo brothers in Rochester Minn. for surgery, which
extended his 1llfe many years but he was never his vibrent old self _.

When Dad went for surgery I was about twelve and able to takd™df the dairy
part of the farm along with uncle K.T.and Lee's helpe. I remember during that
time I went out by & hay stack out in the field where the hopses were feeding
prepared to catch old Lucy to ride for the mail, she wouldn't let me catch
her but I caught abrown 3 yr. old I had broken to ride qulte well but had
never used a curved blt bridle on. I put the bridle on him and pulled him
up by the fence and mounted him but the bit bothered him so bad he wentaround
in c¢ireles and then reared over on top of me and broke my arme I made it to the
house and unele K.T. took me to Dr. Hlggs in Soldier and had it sét . He put
& thin board on each side of my erm Bbove my/rist and wraped bandage around
to hold 1te My arm 1s still crocked but has served me welle. &§ leased I got
out of milgking cows for & whlles

None of the family went with Dad to Minne He had 2 lonesome hard time &and
the coaanas qulte large for those tlmes.

—~— A g“were growing up I remember some of the stories Dad told in our family
« -herings, We enjoyed the ones about his early life. There was one about when
he had taken supplies out to the sheep camp and the heerder had him stay =

ow days and watch the sheep while he went to visit hls family. He had taken
a2 few crusts of brea® for his lunch 2nd wes watching the sheep and decided
to go to a near by ereek and rest and have his lunch . The creek was 1in a
wooded area and he stopped where a trall crossed the creek and sat down near
the ereek to soak the bread crusts before eating them. He was very lonesome and
homesick and was shedding a few tears when he heard a noise above him on the
trail and he looked up and here came & large beautlful bueck deer on the trall
toward him, when the desr sew him 1t turned and ran off through the timbere.
He was so exclted about the deer he forgot about being homesick for a whiles

In 1917 I had grduated from the el ht grade in Manard 2nd there wasn't a
high school near so to have better schools and churbh they declded to move to
the Snake River Valleye. Unele Erin Thurber had moved to & place near Filer,
the folks went down for a visit and then on up the valley looking for & new
loeation. They found & Mr. Paeckham on an 80 a. farm near Acequia who was
willing to trade his farm for our 220 on 8m&s pe. including & bunch of dairy
cowse We had several good horses and over 100 head of cattley I believe Ded
sold them.

Dad enjoyed ralsing good horses and one time pouzht an expenslve stzlllon
which was driven up from Gooding and was driven too hard and became over
heated and eausht cold. He was sick for a few weeks and died.I think we only
got two or three colt$§ from him. Dad sure felt bad about loosing this fine
stalllon. 0ld Passye.
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/ e had 60 a. of desert claim land two miles east of our homeatead, across
the road south of where uncle Horace llved. There were no buildings on it,
s~ dad moved the horses and machinery there and would turn the horses in the
. ture at nl:-ht. One nizht he was late coming home and I had the chors done,
and 1t was about dark when he arrived on his saddle horse. He sald he guit
work at the usual time, put the work horses in the pasture then started for
home on the saddle horse , and after going a ways he felt that something was
wrong so he stopped and prayed about it ,then he remembered that he had for-
gotten to unherness the wokk horses, so0 he went back and took care of them.

De d was & spirituzl minded person and I remember many good sermons he
gaveand the teachings he gave us kids. Momwe was a blg help too, we always had
family prayer and mom taught us to say our own prayerss.

I remember when us kids would be having such a good time playing and
cutting up at meal time and Dad would pound the table with his fist and say
" TUT TUL," and we knew we better be Quiet,

I rember the spring of 1917, our last winter on Camas. It was a bad one
the snow was so0 deepe We used the willows along the river in the fleld of the
0ld Labrum plece, then owned by Mr. HIGGENS to feed our cattle, and hauled
hay from the stacks in our field, the fences were covered with snow , only
the tops of the telephone poles were showinge That spring everyone ran out
of hay and we t¥iled our cattle along with hundreds of others south thru
Fir Grove to the canyons north of Gooding where the grass had started th grow.

Our move to A cequia was in Sept. 1917, I turned 15 on the way and was
almost fully growne I went along with Mr. Higgens who drove a four horse wagon
and I drove a team. On these two wagons we transféred all of our furngture and
personal belongings. The folks came in the model T and arrived a day or two
later. They went by way of Fller and dld some visiting along the waye 1
took over the care of the dalry cows and other livestock.

~— As I recall Dad had sad feelings about thﬁ_Packham place and couldn't

8 .tle down to take care of it. He found & reaestate selling job in Ruoert
and left me to care for the farme. A_long wlth the deiry cows we soon had 100
head of sheep,some hogs and chickens. There were about 60 a. pood farm land
the rest was cbove the ecznel. In the sumnmer we hearded the sheep out on the
desert « It was good land and is nowwfarmed with pumped water and sprinkeled.

In 1919 Dad traded this good farm and home for a storg home and warehouse
in A eequla, About this time he was made Blshop of the ward and elected county
commigioner of linidoka County. We &lso had the Post Office in one corner of
the stope, gy s pumps out in front a2nd & cream statlion in the resr of the
storﬁebgﬂiﬂgy%;;e;m from the fzrmers and shipned it to nocrtello and they would
send us & commlssion check each monthe. Dad let me have % of check for my own
uges

The Acequisa school had two Years of high school which I attended, then on
to Rupert.,

Dad and ~Gia Were concernsd zbout us loproving our telents ani bought & pland
while living =t the Packhem place, and hired lllss Cooley ateachey in the school
and & musicslon Lo come to our home and _lve Cladys and Zdith lessions on the
plenoond for me vocal lessonse Then oludys learned Lo play some of Lhe songs
I learfled und ve had & good Time, y&vuﬂ sang in publie a few times whille she
played for me.

Times viere rou;h in 1921, sort o1 & panice a8 I recall most of our customer§
ran out of money and and so did we. We let out too much credite

In the sprin* of 1922 Dad traded tne equity in Aceguia fop the 10 a. place
in T™w in Fallas. There was & nice houe, rn mortroasge,s I worked around on
farms end picked cherriea at Crystcl omr¢n 8, tna. founkhe steady job in Pasco
™ 4in the R.R. repair shops. I had saved enouch money to help make the mobtgage
pé,aent that fall but in June of 1923 I wes called on a mission to the Westrn
Statss..I hesitated but the folks thought they could manage so I wente.

When the payment was due in 1923 I was broke and so was dad 80 they lost
therr’home but found one they rented and ke h ola cow.
and thot I ;hould have kept myyjob « By Aug. RB 2 % we.8 and 45 %Er%%%ed



What I could from the miasion office to live on, Whieh I repaid a-fter I
tburned home ani foumnd worke

I came home from my mission in Auge 1924 and found Dad had a few acers
of bea2ns he w 28 relsing on sharea. I helped harvest them. then we took a
cog{ract to build the right of way fence along the R.Re. between Rogerson and
Wells Neve

We finish the fence in the spring of 1925 and Dad, Don2ld, Glemm and I
took off in the old Ford and visited in Bolse a short while then found work
in the timber north of Zmmett « We set up a camp there and Dad and I worked
but the boys needed work too so Dad took them down into the valley and picked
cherries for & while o I jolned them in early July and we deeided to head
for Montana where uncle K.T. vas farming end in the sheep and ecattle buainess,
e went up thru MeCall and had & swim in the lake there and then went up thru
Spokane &and Misoula and on east to Great Falls, where we worked in the hay.
Tad was agood astacker and was pald more but we all worked.

Doneld and I worked on a header erew ond thresher then eaught the train
to Chenook &nd found uncle Taylors rench « Ded and Glen came 1n the car. We
a Il found work on the sugar factory that was being built. We rented an aptle
where we could batch « I saved enngh to pay back the amount I bbrrowed from
the mission office and had about § 300,00 to get married one

It was a2bout the middle of Sept. and Glenn needed to be in School, So
he and I eaught the trein to Twin so he could go to school and I found my sweet
Zdith,and her pa rents took us and mom to S.L.C. where ve were married in the
templé there and Aunt Sadle and ﬁ%ﬁibﬁalitives w ere good to use

Dad and Don stayed in Hont. and worked until the beet run was over and then
drove the ford home to Twin Fa 1llsls
—~ From then on I had vory little knowledsze of the struggles the folks had.

rislted them onee in Hollister and they sent us & turkey while we were in S.L.
1 visited them a couple of times in Ed€n. I was struggling with a famlly of my
sown.end with my limited educetion I eouldn't find very profitable cmploymente

Dad had tau ht me to always have some kind of work where I could earm an
honest livinge

My last visit with Dad was in the spring of 1937. I was working for Peck
& Dial and dfiving school busin Shelleye Hirem Dial wes trucking and had to
make atrip to Twin falls and invited me to ride with him. We stayed with the
folks in Zdan all night then !il. spent most of the next day 1ln Twin so I
hed a good visit with the folks. Dad wasn't well at the time , He had a bad
ease of slnus infection and waould have to courht and splt a lot. Mom Agnes &
Jack were home and we had a good visite.

This w a8 the last visit I had with Cad until he was stricken and in the
hospitel in Twine I will zlw ays remomber some of the advise he gave me .

He advised me to stcy close to the church and bore his testimony of it's
truthfullness and the great blessings in store for us. I felt then that he was
s0 tierd of the struggles of this life he was looking forward to Lternitke
He felt bad that he hadn't been able to provide better for his large famlly.
His health was so pooryX the last severcl years., He was concerned for the
welfare of Mom and 21l of thelr posteritye.

He told about his experience when uncle Zrin Thurber was so 1ll in Bolse.
This wes when we lived in Acequia,. He and mom wvislted in DBolse at that time
and found uncle Erin very ill, He was hardly able to breathee Dad went outslde
for 2 while and when he came back uncle Z. met him at the door and was a wild m
man for a few minutes. He went to the window and bellowed like & bull, them
txmed and attacked Dad hitting him in the cheste D2d tried to hold him but
¢ ldn' . About this time The Stake President HeQ. Hale came in and uncle
collapseds They lald him on the bed and covered his face with & sheet think —
ing he had passed away, In a few minutes he pushed the sheet from his face
and sald " Ihawe come back. "

I remember Dad showed me~the bruses on his chest when he returned from
Bolse at that time



~  Unele Zrin Yivea gquite a normal life for a while and then died a St
/A 2 normal deeth. which we all have to doe He had worked in the lead

mines and his lungs became impared from the lead dustls

Dad cautioned me about my finances, He asked me how much I was sarning , ¥
vhich was § 25 per week at that time and he scld " O how I wish I had {100
per month, I could live well." This was in 1937 ard I had already started
to pay S.3.1n 1936, I am thenkful I bAve S.5. t0 help in my retirememt.

Dad advised me to really put & aFmpon our spending and to @&ve a little.
He didn't mention tithing. I had to be taught this prineipal by my dear wife,
she was already converted.

He advised me to stay in one loeation so I would have a2 home town and
deep roots there.He felt bad that he had moved so much. each move had cost
& lote He advised me to stay out of farming. He sald he thought I would fail
as afarmere. I digided to stay with mechaniecal work.

I wes ealled to the Twin Falls hospital end sas with hik whfn he left
this lifesl regreted that I hadn't tried harder to lighten this great man's
burdcens » He surly did endure to the end. -

I'11 never forget when I saw him passing away how I wept to think I ecould
not go to bhim for advise and for spiritual strengthiel know that he lives in
the spirit world and that he and Mom are happy and busy therees I hope to
keep myself worthy to meet them there one of these dayss

I am proud of our heritage and the great family we are mombers of. The
only way I know to keep in thuch is thru prayer and living the high ideals
the Gospel teaches's
Leve To all
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